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The CANTERA centers and community leaders (promoters)
have been vital in accompanying people in rural and urban
communities throughout COVID-19. We have been able to
rely on our network of 12 rural and 14 urban promoters to
continue supporting and checking in with the communities
and people we serve.
When COVID-19 hit us in late March, fear was the main
obstacle, as we could no longer facilitate our usual activities
such as theater classes with the young kids in Ciudad Sandino,
or theater and dance classes with adolescents in Mateare.
Our programs adjusted to the pandemic by taking a different
course.
Many young people and children had to stay at home and stop
going to the centers, as they were charged with other family
responsibilities. Job loss or insecurity meant that more people
were confined to staying at home, and as a consequence, there
was an increase in domestic violence cases, further causing
more challenges for young people and children during this
difficult time.
Because of this reality, CANTERA never closed its centers, and
over time, young people and children returned to retreat to a safe
and liberating space that the centers offered. Together, young
people began organizing different activities such as making videos
and painting murals to bond and build community throughout
this challenging time.

The Spiritual Healing Workshops and the Annual Gender Course are
among the activities that CANTERA was able to facilitate virtually
during the pandemic. Facilitating the Annual Gender Course
virtually even allowed men and women from Spain, Mexico,
Honduras, Guatemala and Costa Rica to attend which diversified
the experiences of the course.
Since the onset of coronavirus, CANTERA has never ceased
operations to maintain the strong commitment to the people and
communities that are being impacted the most.

Hurricane ETA and
IOTA Victims
CANTERA and Friends of Cantera stand in solidarity with the thousands of people
affected in Nicaragua and in the Central American region by hurricanes ETA and IOTA.
We know that the damages are irreparable, as some lives were lost in this
catastrophe. We recognize that hard times are to come due to the lack of
material resources and the loss of the production of coffee, basic grains, and
vegetables throughout the region.
We ask for your prayers as we navigate this challenging time; and we hope
that communities can work together to support those who have been
impacted the most.
Friends of Cantera was founded in 1993 to support the programs of CANTERA in Nicaragua. Friends of Cantera is
recognized as a philantropic 501c3 non-profit by the IRS. Contributions are tax-deductible to to the fullest extend
allowed by law. Find our most recent financial statements on Guidestar.

Towards Sustainability

at CANTERA’s Farm
The Farmers Center for Technological Exchange, better known as
CANTERA’s farm has been a dream as well as a challenge.
Its history goes back to the 90’s, when it was given to the organization
as a gift, with the aim that someday it could be used not only to
provide profit to CANTERA and fund many of its educational and
development programs, but also to serve as space for technical
farming training for nearby rural communities.
Over the years, many efforts have been made in order to keep this
farm operational. However, the almost 700 acres farm center has
confronted many obstacles such as increased drought due to climate
change, poor soil quality, plant pests, among others. In order to
overcome these problems we needed to have on-site personnel who
were not only qualified for rural productive work, but also committed
to the task of turning the farm into the educational and profitable
center that CANTERA envisions.
Currently, the staff at the farm have been working non-stop on the
establishment of pasture areas for the cows, producing bio inputs for
the soil, preparing the crops for harvest, and continuing with beekeeping activities in order to harvest honey in December. Alongside these
tasks, they have been working with CANTERA’s Rural Program to
establish plant nurseries to reforest dry areas in nearby communities.

We are blessed to have a wonderful team of people, committed
to environmental consciousness, organic production, gender
inclusivity, and most importantly, sharing their expertise with
other farmers.
With the support of The Ruckstuhl Foundation, we were able to
create and implement a plan that will lead the farm center
towards financial sustainability. So far, we have started to produce
papaya and lemons, establish pastures to raise cattle, and continue to raise bees for honey production. In addition, we produce
biofertilizers and facilitate educational exchanges with other
organizations and rural producers.
It has been a long journey, but we are optimistic that the farm
center will fulfill its potential as a rural educational center and
as a source of sustainable income to support
CANTERAs various programs.

Children Storytelling Contest
Due to the pandemic, many children stopped going to our youth centers,
as a way to prevent more coronavirus outbreaks. However, to meet the
challenge and continue to engage children we serve, Cantera developed a
Children Storytelling Contest, inviting children from all parts of Managua
to participate in sharing their stories and sketches.
We received a total of 88 stories and sketches. Here is one of the 10
finalists from the contest:
Currently, CANTERA youth promoters are recording the stories with the
hopes of sharing them with other child educational centers in Managua

COVID-19 Support In Rural &
Urban Communities
With the support of many of our donors, including the Ruckstuhl
Foundation and the Congregation of Sisters of St. Joseph, we provided
dozens of medicine and food packets to alleviate COVID-19 needs in the
communities we serve. 50 medicine packets were distributed to urban
territories, and 60 families received buckets and soap for hand washing
purposes. We also provided our young promoters with cell phone data
so they could communicate and check in with the people we work with.
Other actions we took included:
-Providing safe transportation for our staff for two months.
-Supporting staff who contracted COVID-19 with medicine and hospital fees.
-Establishing hand washing stations in all our centers.
-Establishing an emergency fund for medical consultations for people
living in vulnerable areas.
As the curve flattened over the last two months, the need for medicine
and food packages decreased. However in October there was a rise in
cases, and there will be an increased need for medicine and food
packages within the communities we serve.
If you would like to contribute to our COVID-19 response plan,
please visit:
http://www.friendsofcantera.org/covid-19-response.html

BECA Scholarship
Program
Our BECA Scholarship program continues supporting
adolescents and youth from rural and urban communities
where we have a presence. This program provides support
for youth leaders in their education while supporting the
activities and courses promoted by CANTERA.
This year, even with all the challenges that COVID-19 has
presented, 35 of the Beca Scholarship students continued
their studies and were provided support. In addition to
continuing their studies, Beca Scholarship students became
more involved in supporting the youth in the centers who
were having a hard time.
You can be part of this program and support Nicaraguans
pursuing their education by sponsoring a high school
student for $30 a month or a University student for $50 a
month.
https://www.friendsofcantera.org/beca-scholarships
-program.html

Gracias!
Kim Hardman in honor of Andy Choi
Sandy and Greg Brown in honor of Cynthia Torrez, Anabel Torres
and Sr. Dianne CSJ
LN & El Pohl in honor of The Phlegms Children
William Murray, Kathleen McCullagh in honor of Rose Costello
Boyd and Sylvia Mothe, Hugo and Stacia Andricain in honor of
Sr. Dianne Fanguy CSJ
Will and Jenny Ridge in honor of Will Ridge
Mariellen, Lorrie & Tom DuVal in honor of Ben and Rosalyn Sloan
Elise Robinson in honor of Rose Costello and Natalie Mall
Alice Waco in honor of Sr. Anabel Torres CSA
William Murray and Sandy and Greg Brown in honor of Aura Lila
Ulloa
Michelle Raetzsch in honor of Alvin Raetzsch
Mr and Mrs HJ Rose in honor of Melanie Rose
Mary Dame, Lisa Fitzgerald, Fr. Hugh Fullmer, Sister Diane
Bauknecht, Michael O'Brien, Richard & Cheryl Hartman in memory
of our dear Sr. Mary Hartman CSA

Join us supporting
The people of
Nicargua!

CANTERA COVID -19
RELIEF CAMPAIGN
Please consider making a donation
to ensure women, children, elders
and youth get support through

$30.00

Prepaid telephone balance
for one promoter

$50.00

Prevention kit for one
family

$100.00

Food Package for one
family

Our Annual Fund supports
CANTERA’s work in community
development, youth empowerment,
leadership, and gener equity. Your
support to the Annual Fund will
be matched, up to $25,000
by a generous donor!

www.friendsofcantera.org/covid-19-response.html

MAKE A GIFT

Follow Us
friendsofcantera
Friends of Cantera
https://friendsofcantera.
wordpress.com/
www.friendsofcantera.org/

https://www.friendsofcantera.org/annual-fund.html

Online
Go to our website friendsofcantera.org and click Donate
Now!

Amazon Smile
Shop at smile.amazon.org,
choose Friends of Cantera
and Amazon will donate .5%
of your purchase to FoC!

By Mail
Friends of Cantera, Inc.
c/o M.Rose, Treasurer
PO Box 86233
Baton Rouge, LA 70879

